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THE * 


PREFACE 


\ are [51 @: THE 


READER: 


| H I $ Diſcouitſe was Written 
ſome time "ago for: the Pri- 
. vyate Satisfaction of the Au- 
thor, who thought that a pro- 

per Seaſon for an iImpattial Enquiry intb 
the Doctrine of -the Triniey, when ſeveral 
Perſons of different Opinions 4n- that Point 
hadruft before 'appeared -in-the Contro- 
verſie:'aborx ic; | and; their Printed-Papers 
No aaa I — 
ad 


- ©Þ 


T he Preface. 


had produced many New Remarks upon: 


the ſame Subjet. Which Advantages , 


 rogether with what he had _ read, | 
having, as he-j IyYeR-TUM a. pret- - 
ty full comp hot: Th F the Matters in 


!)iſpute , _n rook the. fall ing-Me 
of Re-cxamining t that-Þ: 
and Juſtifying what 


ſons to whom: he 'communitated ; what he 


had writ, adviſed him to Print: Widh " 
2m 
Church, lately-dead , _— was pleaſed | 


had done before now, > pon che Juc 
of 2 Great #nd-L+ Man / 


to approve _the Papers z Wichpur-k 


ro whom. they. belonged :: But Occaſion . 
being. given him., to fore-ſee ſome little 


Objections,” which - -might, (probably, at 


thac parcicular time have in ſore mea-- 
ſure obſtructed his Good - Intentions. in. 


Printing. them,, he thought . fit to [de- 


fer the Publication of. them. till -a; mbre.- 


conyenient Qpponinity,: ſuch ash&-judges- 
bhis x0. be,, "wel che- nmabeats:s .of>'the- 
Trinity 


| 


his Faith; | 
believed: to his. 
own Reaſon and Conſciencs Some -Per- - 


Fl 
ares ten £4 A nm 


The Pr efafe- 
Trinity 15 :managed - m fuch a mann& #5 
to offend a great many, 'and fatisfie- very 
few ; and 'the 'Church- is - like to: ſuffer 
wvery- much by the roo Adventurous At- 
_— by ſome +to Vindicate her 


- Thoſe who pretend to Explain- the 
DiſtinGtion in the Godhead by Modes , Of 
fices, Relations, and- the like, -are cenſured 
as ſaying too little ,. - and ' coming much 
below the CharaQters 'of - Diſtmtion to 
be found in Scripture ; though, at the 
fame time they- uſe theſe Terms, they 
acquaine- us char they uſe ther in a dif- 
ferent Senſe from any they are taken in, 
when applied to Creatures, and in 2 fenſe 
importing greater Difference, but ſuch as 
is not conceivable by Human Underftang- 


And fone of thoſe who call the Three 
Drome Perſons Three Infinite-Minds, © Spt- 
rits, or - Sabſflaces, weuld not be chought | 
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to mean by theſe Expreſſions, That the 
T hree Perſpns in the Godhead-are as much 
diſtinguiſhed ' from one. another as Three 
Men, .or Three Angels axe ; but that the 
Diſtinction betwixt them is ſo great, that 
no other Terms can reach it, though theſe 
do ſomewhat exceed what they would ſig. 
nific by: them : Which. DiſtinCtion, Tels. 
than theſe Expreſſions, in the. common 
uſe of them, do-import,,.and. higher than 
any .other can-come up to, is acknowledgd. 
likewiſe to: be:inconceivable. ' | 


Which being obſerved . by. the Author 
of ,this Diſcourſe,, he thought it more Ad- 
viſable to uſe .no New Terms with: a. De- 
ſign of Explaining what, by the Confeſ- 
ſton. of Perſons: of: different- fades in. the 
Diſpute, ; is;not, to: Þe, rendxed TROKE | con- 
ceiyable. And, to Juſtifie his Opinion jn 
this Matter, he has endeavoured to prove 
that no New, Terms.can :be- uſed : ro..any 
ſuch purpoſe,,;, And .this; he thinks, he 
has made, ygry.Eyident PIE AFOaynt, be 

| as 


The Preface. 
has given of what: we can diſttnfty concerve, 
and what. we can confuſed!y believe of the 
Doctrine. of the. Trinicyz which ought 
carefully to be diſtinguiſhd in all Diſqui- 
ſitions upon Subjects: of this Nature. -. 


| As for choſe who wil allow only-a pure 
Nominal .Diſtin&tion in the Godhead ; or 
that apply the Terms So: and Holy Ghoſt 
to. meer Created: Beanys , | he . has only the 
Language and Deſign of Scripture to oppoſe 
to thems which ſeem to him utterly irre- 
concileable to ſuch Notions, and he hopes 
thoſe general Reflections he has drawn from 
thence will - make this appear: ſo''to others. 
But the Opinion of thoſe who: make the 
Perſons-in. the Godhead as :diſtinf# as Three 
Men, or Three Angels, he is.ſure, both from 
Revelatuun and Reaſon, 1s. falſe.s And -that 
.advancing any ſuch Fxplications of- the 
"Trinity, as will tatly bear this Conſtru- 
tion, 1s of ſuch dangerous-Conſequence, 
that. he hopes he has done ſome. Service -to 
Religion. by - proyving,, That Three Perſons 


Ie 
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. 2 the Godhead at diſtinf as Three Meu, or 
Three Angels, 1s not only an Incomprebenfible 
| Notion, but an impoſſible Thing ; which im- 
:plies a manifeſt Concradiction to the plain- 
eſt and-fureſt Principles of Knowledge. 


Having given:this ſhoft Account of the 
Luthor, and his Performance in this Diſcourſe, 
I have only this further to .acquaint his 
Readers:with, That he-defires they would 
believe him to be-a ſmcere Man, that has 
a ſerious Regard for Religion and no other 
aims behind what he profeſſes : For, what- 
ever "his 4rguments are, he 1s ſure his De- 
fign is good : 'And, that his Reaſoning may 
appear ſo too, he would be glad that They 
who take up theſe Papers would give them 
the Reading over , before they paſs any 
Judgment upon what is advanced 1n them ; 
For, the Diſcourſe being written in the 
Demonſtratrve way 4 where the Mazn Conclu- 
frons are eſtabliſhd by a long Train of Pre- 
paratory Proofs, no true Judgment can be 
made but upon the whole together. 

| May 
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May it pas God to make theſe Endea-- 
yours of the Author ſucceſsful to Satisfie 
and Unite. the Minds of Men in their Be- 
lief of the Doftrine of the Trinity.; or 
may He dire&t ſome abler Perſons to find . 
out more Effectual Methods of Eſtabliſh- 
ing the Primetrve Faith, and ſettling the 
Preſent Peace of the Church. 


SOME- 


ww. 


SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


CONCERNING THE 


Here's no part of the Chriſtian 'Faith has 
produced ſo many Diſputes and Controver- 
ſies, ſuch a numerous Variety of Opinions 
and Seas, as the DoArine of the Bleſſed 

Trinity. If we conſult the large Catalogues of Pri- 
mitive Hereſies, we ſhall find the far greateſt Number 
of them nothing elſe but ſo many ſeveral Modes and 
Ways of Explaining the Common Undivided Nature 
and Eſſence of the Trinity, and the different Offices 
and Operations of each Perſon. 

How far the uncertainty of our Faith in theſe Points, 
the many Abfurd and Blaſphemous Expoſitions that 
have been made of them, and the warm and indiſcreet 
Management of contrary Parties, have contributed to 
the Prejudice of Religion, and the Scandal of its Pro- 
feſſors, has been a common Obſervation and Com- 

laint in all Chriftian Ages. And ſeveral Expedients 
ave been propoſed for the Redrefſing of this Miſchief, 


but all Attempts of this kind have hitherto miſcarried. 
B The 
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The principal Reaſon of which I humbly conceive to 
be this : That thoſe who have laboured in this good 
Deſign, have for the moſt part proceeded upon wrong 
Meaſures. 

Now, the Methods that have been generally and 
chiefly inſiſted upon, are Three, which are all impro- 
per, or inſufficient, and have therefore proved ineffe- 
Auual, as wi'l plainly appear upon a particular Exami- 
nation of each. 

1. Firſt then, There are ſome who are for Reveren- 
cing the Myitery of the Trinity without ever looking 
into it at all, who think ir not to be the SubjeR either 
of Diſpute or Enquiry ; imagining every thing of this 
high and tranſcendent Nature is propoſed to us only as 
a Tryal and Exerciſe of our Faith ; and the more im- 
plicit that is, the tuller do we expreſs our truſt and 
relyance upon God. ' 7 

Nay, farther, 'There are thoſe who do not ſcruple to 
ſay, the more ContradiQtions the berter ; the greater 
the Struggle and Oppoſition of Reaſon, the greater is 
the Triumph and Merit of our Faith. 

But there's no likelihood of ſuppreſſing any of our 
Doubts or Diſputes in Religion this way : For belides 
the Natural Propenſion of the Soul to the ſearch of 
Truth, and the ſtrong and impatient defire we have to 
know as much as ever we can of what immediately 
concerns us, 'tis generally and very juſtly look'd upoa 
both as the Priviledge and Duty of Man to Enquire 
and Examine before he believes or judges; and never 
give up his afſenr to any thing but upon Good and Ra- 
tional Grounds : And therefore *twould be a very hard 
thing to perſwade the World to ftifle and reſtrain ſo 
many Powerful Motives of ACtion : But ſhould they 
be farther prevailed upon. to go direQly contrary to 

their 
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their Reaſon, *twould be much more difficulr ro Con- 
quer the uneaſineſs of the ReluQance. 

And inceed 'tis well the difficulties of ſubduing the 
Underſtanding are too great to be maſter'd; For a 
ſlight Refleftion will ſerve to convince us, that the ne- 
cellary Conlequences of a blind Reſignation of Judg- 
ment would be far more Fatal to Chriſtianity than all 
our preſent Diviſions. 

What Blaiphemies and Contradictions may and have 
been impoſed upon mens belief, under the Venerable 
Name of Myſtcrics ? And how eaſe are Villainous Pra- 
Qices derived from an abſurd Faith ? This is matter of 
common Obſervation, and has brought a juſt Scandal 
upon a large Farry of Chriſtians, and given occaſion 
to Men of light, uadiſtinguiſhing Capacities, to deny 
and ſcoft at the Saving Truths of the Goſpel, becauſe 
they were accompanyed with a ridiculous mixture of 
Errors. | 

No doubt thercfore we may, and ought carefully to 
Examine the Faith and Principles we deſign for the 
Rule of our Lives, and endeavour to underſtand all our 
Religion ſo far, as to be able to Juſtifie it, both to our 
Selves and Unbelievers. 

We ought indeed to proceed with all the Caution 


and Humility imagigable, and take a juſt Eſtimate of 


our Tak and Abilities: But to deny us the Liberty ei. 
ther of uſing or obeying our Reaſon, is a ſuſpicious as 
well as an unjuſt Reſtraint. 

2. There are others, who call the DoQtrine of the 
Trinity an Incomprehenſible Myſtery, and yet are at 
a great deal of pains to bring it down to a Level with 
Humane Underſtanding; and are all very earneſt to 
have their.own particular Explications acknowledged 


.as necefary Articles of Faith: But the number and 
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diſagreement of the Expoſitors plainly diſcover the va” 
nity of ſuch Pretences, . 

This has proved ſo unſucceſsful a way, that inſtead 
of uniting the different Judgments of Chriſtians in 
one Point, it has broke the Controverſie into a Thou- 
ſand more : For Zcal and Oppoſition raiſing up a great 
many Aſſertors of the Common Belief, and every one 
looking out for ſome new Terms and Modes of Speech, 
which ſhould be fuller and more expreſſive than thoſe 
in Queſtion, the Differences and Diſputes were by con- 
ſequence proportionably multiplyed. For the Terms 
and Forms of Speech made uſe of being capable of ſe- 
veral ſences, and each of -them attended with other 
Acceſlory Idea's, Miſtakes muſt neceſſarily ariſe, and 
divers new. Thoughts -be ſuggeſted to ſuch whoſe 
Heads were employed upon the ſame Subject : And 
thus. it came to paſs, that Defences and Vindications 
of the Orthodox Faith produced more Hereſies.- 

Wherefore in alk ſuch Matters as theſe, which are 
too big to be graſp'd, we had better ſit down contented 
with-what we have firn1 hold of, than tire our ſelves 
with-vain Endeavours to take in more. *T'wonld cer- 
tainly be the trueſt, and the ſafeſt way, ftrialy to con- 
fine our ſelves.to Scripture Expreſſions, and never: ſpeak 
of Supernatural Things, but in the Language of Revela- 
tzou; which being the proper Standard of all other 
words that ſhall be uſed on-theſe Occaſions, *tis in vain 
to ſhift the Meaſure, when there's never another to. be 
found which can or ought to reach farther. 

It may, however, ſometimes be neceſſary to change 
this Method, .and introduce New Texms to ſecure the 
True Faith agaiaſt the Falſe Interpretations of ſuch as 
pervert Scripture, . For if Hereticks will make uſe..of 
New Expreſſions tocontradiCt the received Doftrine,we 

muſt 
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mu*t have New Terms to expreſs the ſame Truth in, 
in Oppoſition to their Hereliz. And in this caſe the 
Church may very reaſonably require her Memhers to 
ſhew their ſteady continuance in the Anciznt Faith, by 
the uſe of ſuch Terms as-plainly infer their denyal of 
any later erroneous Inventions ſet up againſt it. 

3. There are a Third fort of Men in the World, 
who pretend, That there 1s no-Myſtery propoſed to 
us as an ObjeCt of Faith; and in order to make this of 
the Trinity appear to be none, they bring a Cloud over 
the. wholz Bible, and with ſtrange forc'd Criticiſms 
and Allegories give the very plaineſt Texts ſuch ag 
unuſual Myſterious turn, as neither the Language will 
bear, nor is any ways conſiſtent with the Delign or 
CharaQter of the Holy Writers. 

But this is a very odd prepoſterous Method of 'Ex- 

laining Scripture, by darkening a great part of it to 
illuſtrate the reſt, and as ridiculous a ProjeCt of heal- 
ing Diviſions, as pulling down a whole ſide of ſtand- 
ing Wall to mend a Breach. 

And after all, the Socinian Hypotheſis ſeems to me 
- to have more of Myſtery, and Contradidtion to Natu- 
ral Reaſon in it, than what is objeRed to the Catholiak 
Dottrine. 

I am not for clogging the Faith, nor multiplying 
Myſteries ; yet we ought not - preſently to deny what 
we do not. underſtand, but ſoberly, and impartially con- 
fider how much we are. able-to Comprehend, and how 
far we are obliged to Believe, what we do not. 

The Method therefore I defign to obſerve in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, ſhall be different from any of thoſe 
now mentioned. I ſhall not go about to preſs Men to 
a Blind Veneration, or Preſamptuous Belief of any thin 
' withowt Examination ; Or in Dejiance ro Reaſon: 1 tha 
not-- 
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not offer to impoſe any New Arbitrary Explications of 
my own upon other mens Conſciences, but confine my 
ſelf wholly to the uſual warranted Forms of Expreſſion. 
I wili not wreſt and ſtrain Scripture to help out a Pri- 
vate Notion, nor do any thing to betray the Juſt Rights 
and Priviiedges of our Common Reaſon ; but care-- 
fully endeavour to diſtinguiſh How far the Doftrine of 
the Trinity us a Myſtery, -and how 'far a Myſtery may be- 
come an Objett of Faith. From whence I hope to make 
it appear, that nothing hard or unreaſonable is requi- 
red of us by our Church for the belief of this Article. 
In order to which, I ſhall rank all my Reflections 
upon this Subje&, under theſe Three Heads of En- 


quiry. 


I. What it is that perplexes and obſcures our Paitl 
in the Trinity. 

II. What is ſufficient for Chriſtians to believe con- 
cerning this Point! 

IH. What ill Conſequences can attend ſuch a Faith, 


Firſt then, T am to Enquire, What it is that per- . 
plexes and obſcures our Faith in the Holy Trinity. For 
before I enter upon a diſtin&t and particular Confidera- 
tion of the DoQrine it ſelf, *ris neceſſary to point out 
ſome of the Principal Cauſes which have occaſioned 
io many Falſe, Abſurd, and IneffteQtual Expoſitions of 
43t. And they are theſe four : 


The Prejudice and Bigottry of Men indiſcreetly Pious. 

The Vanity and Deſign of ſuch as value themſclyes 
upon inventing New Nottons, or laughing at the 
Old ones. 

'The not diſcerning or conſidering the Bounds and Li- 
-mits of our Knowledge. And 
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And laſtly, An imprudent Choice of improper ways of 
Expreſſion. 


The two firſt of theſe have a general Influence upon 
all R-ligious Controverſies, but are more eſpecially 
concerned in this : For there's never more room for 
Superſtitict and Rigorous Impoſitions, nor fairer Ad- 
vantages for Cavilling, and drawing abſurd Conſe- 
_ than where a Myſtery is the Subje& of De- 

te. 

There are ſome who are apt to be concerned, and 
cry out, as if the very Foundations of all Religion 
were overturning, when any particular Scheme or 
Notion they are fond of, is called in Queſtion. On 
the other (ide, I have no ſmall Reaſon to believe there 
are ſeveral who ſtrike at Chriſtianity it ſelf, under the 
Pretence of bringing down the value of Myſteriess 

And indeed it we conſider the general Temper of 
Mankind, *tis no wonder that there's more Superſtition 
and Infidelity in the World than True Religion : For be- 
lieving every thing, and believing nothing, a ſudden 
Veneration or Contempt of whatſoever is propoſed to 
us, equally gratifie the lazy Inclinations of the Soul, 
which loves an eaſie undiſturbed courſe of Thoughts, 
and is very difficultly brought to endure the Labour of 
Attention and Enquiry. Nay, of thoſe who ſcem to 
-. have conquer'd this Trouble, there are tew who lay 
themſelves out in a free and imparrial ſearch of Truth, 
but are wholly employed in the purſuit of ſome Notion 
they have before-hand taken up, and are reſolved to 
maintain : They are already determined what to be- 
lieve, and only ſeek out Argumeats to Juſtifie or Re- 
commend their Opinions to others. . 


How. 
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How far theſe general RefleCtions are applicable to 
the preſent Caſe, has been hinted already in the begin- 
ning of this Diſcourſe, where ?tis very difcerfiible from 
the Ways and Methods made uſe of for ſettling the Do- 
Arine of the Trinity, that Prejudice and Vanity, a falſe 
Zal, and an ill-grounded Contempr have had. a large 
ſhare in the Management of this Co. m—_— 

Another Reaſon why our Endeavours of Expound- 
ing this Point have been vain and uniiicceſsful, is the | 
want of diſcerning or conſidering the Bounds and Li- 
mits of our Knowledge; - from whence 't comes to 
paſs, that oftentimes we ſtrive to ſoar above our pitch, ; 
and imagine we underſtand ſome things better than re- 
ally wedo. But eſpecially Men of abſtracted Think- 
ing are very apt to deceive themſelves with falſe Idea's, 
and are firmly perſwaded they conceive things diſtin&- 
ly, which they have buta confuſed Notion of. As for 

inſtance; Tt has beea delivered down, as the conſtant 
Eaith of .a long Succeſſhon of Eminent Philoſophers , 
that the whole Subſtance, Nature, and Eſſence of the 
Soul is wholly and entirely in all the Body conſidered to= 
gether, and wholly and entirely jn every ſingle Particle of 
it. And thisis a Notion which at firſt view has a great 
appearance of truth and clearneſs, and is ſuch as the 
Underſtanding readily cloſes with : Bat if we would 
ſtritly and diſtintly Examine our ſelves, what we 
mean by thoſe Terms, I believe we ſhould be able tg 
give but a very obſcure Account of our Opinion; and 
at laſt, be forced to confeſs we. underſtand no. more | 
than this by them, "That the Soul ix the Principle of all 
the Operations performed in the Body. But ſo it ſome- 
times happens, that we are tranſported too far in our 
Enquiries after hidden Truths, till we are loſt in Specuu- 
lation, and vainly think to Fathom the depths of Know- 


ledge 
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ledge and Wiſdom, without conſidering the ſhortneſs 
of our finge. Whereas we ought rather to examine , 
and:find.out the Bounds of our Thoughts, know the 
jutb; extent and compaſs of our Underſtanding, and 
then reſt ſatisfied with what we are Capable of, withour 
defiring to know more then we can, or pretending to know 
more than we do. 

But further, the Doftrine of the Trinity has ſuffered 
very much by theDiſcourſes made abour it upon another 
Account; And that is, that ſome of the Authors of 
ſuch Diſcourſes have imprudently made choice of im- 
proper ways of Expreſſion : Either perplexing plain 
Revelation too much with Philoſophical Terms and 
Niceties, or expoſing the Faith to conrempt, by homely 
indecent Similies, and diſproportionate Compariſons. 

Now, to keep clear of all thoſe Rocks I have dif- 
covered others to have ſplit upon, I have endeavoured, 
what I could; to deliver my felf from Prejudice and 
confuſion of Ferms,and to ſpeakJuſtly and Intelligibly : 
And not being yet prepoſſeſt in favour of any particu- 
lar Explication, the better to Foun my freedom of 
Examining the SubjeQ in hand, I have purpoſely for- 
born to ſearch the Fathers, Schoolmes, or Fratres Po- 
loni, or read over any later Treatiſes concerning this 
Controverſie while I was compoſing the preſent Eday, 
reſolving to conſult nothing but Scripture and my own 
Natural Sentiments, and draw all my Reflections from 
thence, taking only ſuch which eaſily, and without 
conſtraint offered themſelves. 

2. And thus having cleared the way, and removed 
every thing which Fthought might obſtru& or mil- 
guide my Enquiries, I come, in the ſecond place, to 
confider: the Do&trine it [ſelf ; and Faithfully and Im- 
partially to Examine what b FR for Chriſtians to 


believe 
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believe concerning the Trinity, or, which is all one in 
this caſe, what i neceſſary to be believed : For tertainly 
he believes enough, and cannot in reaſon be taxed for 
a narrow defeCtive Faith, who believes as much as is 
required of him. 

For the better proceeding in which Enquiry, I ſhall 
lay down this as an eyident Truth, which every Man 
will grant me, that nothing is zeceſſary to be believed, 
but 1. what's poſſible to be believed ; and 2. what's plainly 
revealed, 

But here I would be underſtood, as to the laſt part 
of the Afertion, only of ſuch matters which are known 
to us no other way than by Revelation. For in ſeve- 
ral other caſes, I confeſs, we may be obliged to believe 
meerly upon Humane Teſtimony : Nay, even Revelation 
it ſelf, as it is a matter of FaGt, claims our Aﬀent upon 
no higher a ground. 

But further, I ſhall take rhis for granted too in a 
Proteſtant Country, that Scripture 1s the only Standard 
of all Neceſſary Revealed Truths : Neither in- the 
preſent Inſtance is there any room for a Trad:tionary 
Faith. For beſides that, all the Fathers and Ancient 
Writers ground their Expoſitions of the Trinity wholly 
upon Scripture, I cannot conceive that the Subje& 1s 
capable of a-plainer Revelation, as I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew more fully.in the following Diſcourſe. 

We are therefore, in the firſt place, to conſider how 
far *tis poſſible to believe « Trinity ; and next, to examine 
what the Scripture requires us to believe 1n this matter. 

Now, there are two Conditions requiſite to make 
it poſſible for us to believe a thing. x. That we know 
the Terms of what we are toaflent to... 2. That it im- 
ply no contradiQtion to pur former Knowledge; ſuch 
Knowledge I mean which is accompanied with Cer- 
tainty and Eyidence. | Firſt 
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Firſt then, we can believe a thing no further than 
we underſtand the Terms in which it is propoſed to us : 
For Faith concerns only the 2r#th an4 falſhood of Propo- 
fittons;, and the Terms of which a Propoſition conlilts 
muſt be firſt underſtood before we can pronounce any 
thing concerning the Truth or Falſhood of -it ; which 
is nothing elſe but the agreement or diſagreement of its 
Terms, or the Idea's expreiſed by them. If I have »o 
Kowleage at all of the meaning of the terms uſed in a 
Propoſition, I cannot exerciſe any At of my Under- 
ſtanding about it, I cannot ſay, 1 believe or dicbelieve 
any thing, my Soul is perfettly in the ſame ſtate it was 
before, without receiving any new Determination. If I 
have but 4 genera! confuſed Notion of the Terms, can give 
only a geweral confuſed Aſſent to the Propoſition. So my 
Faith will always bear the ſame Proportion to my Kow- 
ledge of the Subjet-matter to be believed. 

To make this plainer by an Inſtance, ſuppoſe I am 
required to believe that A. is equal to B. If I don't 
know either what 4. or B. ſtands for ; or have no 
Notion of Equality, I believe nothing more than I did 
before this was propoſed to me; I am not capable of 
any new determinate ACt of Faith. All that I can be- 
lieve 1n this caſe can amount to no more than this, That 
Something has ſome reſpect to ſomething elſe ; that the 
Matter I am required to believe, is affirmed by a Per- 
ſon of great Knowledge and Integrity, who ought to 
be credited in what he ſays, and therefore the Propoſi- 
tion here laid down is probably true in thap ſenſe the 
Author means. And what am I the wiſer for all this? 
W hat addition is there made to my Faith or Knowledge 
by ſuch a Propoſition? But farther, ſuppoſe I know 
that 4, and B. ſtand for two Lines, and that by Equal 
Lines is meant Lines of the ſame length ; ſuch Know- 
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ledge can produce only a gener«l confuſed belief, that 
there is ſome certain Line imaginable juſt of the ſame 
length with ſome other Line : But if by A. and B. are 
meant #70 right Lines, which are the ſides of a given 
Trianele, and I take a Mathematician's Word for it, 
without demonſtration that they are eque/, or of the 
fame length, this is a particular diſtin Af of Faith ;, b 
which I am fatisfied of the Truth of ſomething which 
t did not be/reve or know betore. 

From whence it follows, that Terms and ſimple Ides's 
mult be c/early and diſtin underitood hrit, beforewe 
can believe any thing particelar of the reſpetFs and rela- 
r10ps they bear to one another, whicl is rhe only proper 
Objett of Faith. 

Another Condition necefſary to render a thing capa- 
ble of being: believed is, that it implics no Contradi- 
Qion to our former Knowledge. I cannot conceive 
how *tis poſlible to give our aſſent to any thing that 
contradifts the plain Diftates of our Reaſon, and thoſe 
evident Principles from whence we derive all our other 
Knowledge. | 

As for Example: I do not fee how atiy Authority 
of Revelation can overthrow the i ruth of this Propo- 
ficion, That the Whole zs bigger khan any of its Parts, 
For 

Firſt, T cannot more clearly and giſtioQly perceive 
any cxternal Impreſſions made upon my Soul, nor be 
more ccriain that ſuch Impreſſions proceed from God, 
than I can perceiveand be atlured tit the Idea's I have 
of wr o/c and pare bear this relation to one another. 

S:conaly, The nature and conſtitution cf things makes 
« impottible that this Propoſition ſhoulu bc. taife ; for 
fyxch and fuch Things or Not.ors being ſuppoſed, ſuch 
2nd fuch Habitudes and Reipetts mu't neccffariiy reſult 

from 
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from them. So long therefore as I have the ſame Idea's 
of whole and part, and the ſame Faculties of Perception, 
T ſhall always perceive the ſame relation betwixs them : 
And if my 1aea's of whole and part were chinged, or a 
new Texture and Frame of Soul given me, I ſhould 
indeed perceive different: relations betwixt theſe new 
Idea's; but this would by no means deſtroy the Truth 
of my tormer Conceptions, *cwould ſtill be certain, ac+ 
cording to the 1zea's I had before of whole and part, 
that. the wh:/- was bigger than any. of its puts : 
Which [dea's will always unalterably have the ſame re- 
lation to. one another, But 

Thirdly, Was it poſſible this Propoſition could be 
falſe, conſidering only the nature of-the things them- 
ſelves, the Nature of God furniſhes us with other Ar- 
guments of the Truth, and Certainty of it. And 

1. Tt is not conſiſtent with the Juſtice, Wiſdom, 
or Goodneſs of God, to require us to believe thar, 
which, according to the Frame and Make he has given 
us, *tis impoſſible for us to believe ; For however ſome 
Men have advanced this abſurd Paradox, that God can 
make Con:radiftions true, I am very certain, that upon 
an imparcial Trial of their Faculties, they would find 
*twere pertectly out of their pawer to believe explicitly, 
and in the common Senſe of the Terms, that a Part 
can be bizger than the Wiole it is a Part of, Bur 

2aly, Admitting it poſſible for us t9 be deceived 1a 
ſuch P-opoticions which have a coaltant, uniform, and 
univerſal appzarance of Truth and Evidence, this would 
deſtroy all manner of Certainty and Knowledge, and 
leave us wholly in Darkneſs, Iznorance, and Deſpair; 
or, Which is more Injurious to rhe Divine Go9Jneſs to 
imagine, under an abſolute neceſſity of being deceived : 
Fo: *tis not only impoſſid'e for me ro kelieve, that —. 

a Pro» 


£4 Come Conſiderations concerning the Trinity. 


a Propofitica as this, That the V/pole ts bigger than any 
of its Parts is falſe ; but I cannot deny my poſitive ex- 
preſs aſſent to it as true : The Light and Evidence in 
this Caſe is ſo clear and ſtrong, that I am not at Liber- 
ty ſo much as to ſuſpend my Judgment. 

zaly, *Tis Blaſphemy to think, that God can contra- 
di& himſelf; and theretore right Reaſon being the Voice 
of God, as well as Revelation, they can never be dire- 
Aly contrary to one another. 

Now to apply all this to the preſent Caſe ; ſuppoſe I 
am required to believe, That One and the ſame God is 
Three aiffercnt Perſons: T only ſuppoſe it here, becauſe 
I have not yet proved how far, and i» what ſenſe, we 
are obliged to belicve a Trinity. It this, I fay, be the 
Propoſition I am required to give my alſleat to, *tis plain, 
by whar has been proved before, that I can believe it no 
farther than the Terms, of which it is made up, are known 
and «nderſtood, and the 1dea's ſignificd by them conſi- 
ſtext. 

In order therefore to form a determinate AF of Faith 
in this Point, I muſt carefully examine my fe!f whar 
Notions I have of God, of Unity and Identity, Diſt in- 
&#ion and Number, and Perſos. 

As to the Notion of a Dezty, *tis true indeed ! have 
not a full and adequate Idea of God, neither is n: } Soul 
capable of it 3 but what Conceprions I have of his Na- | 
ture and PerfeQtions, are, according wo my Apprehen- 
fion, ſo far cleer, as to enable me truly and juſt iy to de- 
termine Which of thoſe diſtin& 7dea's, IT have in 
Mire, are applicableto him, and which are not. And 
ſuch a Knowledge of the Divine Nature as this, is a 
{ſufficient direftion of my Faith in any Propoſition con- 
cerning Gcd, where I clearly underſtand all the 1des's 
attributed to him. 


In 
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In the next place therefore, I am to conſider what 
Notions I have of Unity and Identity, Diftinficn and 
Number. 

And here I confeſs I am at a Loſs how to deliver my 
ſelf, theſe being ſome of our firſt and moſt ſimple Idea's 
which are ſo clear of themſelves, that I cannot find 
clearer to explain them by. 

For this 1s certain, that every Man is conſcious to 
himſelf, that he has a- power of perceiving and compa- 
ring his Perceptions, and conſequently muſt know when 
any thing is preſented to his Mind; whether it be per- 
ceivable at oze entire view, and whether the Obje&t have 
one uniform appearance or not : He muſt be alſo ſenſible 
in a ſucceſſion of 1dea's, when the ſame Appearances are 
_— again, and how often the Repreſentation is va- 
rie 


However, notwithſtanding the Clearneſs of theſe 
Notions, with reſpe& to what paſſes in our own Minds, 
we are not able to make true and diſtin Judgments 
of : the wxity or multiplicity of things without us : For 
it does not follow, that what is repreſented to the Soul 
at once, under one 1des or Appearance, ſhould, accor- 
ding to the reality of things, be one undivided nature, 
neither can it be inferred, that what is repreſented to 
the Soul under different Ided's are ſo many diſtint# real 
Beizes: For there are ſome Ideg's purely of the Soul's 
own making, and not copied from any external Pat- 
terns, where there are a great many particular real Be 
ings, of different kinds and natures, comprehended un- 
der one Repreſentarion : Thus all the Hills, Plains, 
Rivers, Trees, and Towns, &c. which. the Eye can 
reach from ſuch or ſuch a Point, we put into one Pi- 
Eture, and call it a Landskip or Proſpe&. Thus does 


the Soul enlarge its View to all the Works of God and 
Nature ; 
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Nature ; it takes in the whole Creation at a Thought, 
and calls it World, On the other fide, the rea! Na- 
tures, and Eſſences of Things, which are allowed to con- 
fiſt in a-ſomple undivided Unity, are not conceivable by 
vs -at once, but at different Views, by different partial 
Conceptions, which rhe Soul afterwards compounds and 
Calls by one Name. Thus when we endeavour to com- 
prehend the Nature and Eſſence of what we call Man, 
we form, at different times, ſeveral confuſed Notions of 
Snbſtance, Body, Life, Senſe, and Reaſon ; . every one 
of which is a complicated Idea, and to be reſolved into 
a great many others more fimple and diſtin : As for 
inſtance, I mult form a great many Jzez's of particular 
Attions, and the Modes, Differences, and Relations of 
them, before I can have any tolerable knowledge of 
what Reaſcz is ; and fo for the reſt. 

All therefore that we underſtand of the unity of 
things without vs, 15 this : When we perceive any Ob» 
jet in a continued Poſition, bounded and fenced out from 
other things round about it, all within ſuch Terms and 
Limits we call Oze: And then again, obſcrving a great 
many different Ations, produced 1n and by ſuch an 
Object, we judge all theſe Aftions and Operations to 
proceed from one commen Principle, in ſome ſuch man- 
ner as Streams from a Fountain, or ſeveral Lines from 
the ſame Centre. And whatever we thus judge to be 
One, tho' a great many Thoughts and Conceptions go 
to the forming of ſuch - 4. we endeavour, as 
well as we can, to repreſent to our ſelves under one Idea 
or Appearance, tho' the Repreſentation be often very 
confuſed and indiftint. And this we do, as ſuppoſing 
tt wholly and uniformly conceivable at one ſingle View, 
were it not for the Imperfetion of our Faculties : 
Which Suppoſition is not without good Ground ; for 


this 
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this we have plain Experience for, that whea any viſi- 
ble Obje& is of ſuch a magaitude, or in ſuch a fitua- 
tion that the Eye cannot receive the wholz Image of it 
at once, we take it in at different times, from different 
poitts of Sight; and yet for all this, we find no mere 
| Reaſon to doubt of the real Unity of ſuch an ObjeR, than 

of any other, whoſe Image came 1nto the Soul entire 
at one At of Viſion ; for we eaſily conceive there may 
be other Organs of Sight, which would reflett the 
whole Object together: And from thence we conclude 
turther, that there may be alſo ſome other Mind more 
perfect than ours, which perceives that as one ſimple 
Idea which we cannot apprehend, but by a union of 
ſeveral different Conceptions : From whence it fol- 
lows, that the moſt perfect Mind, which is God, is 
the only true and proper Standard of all Unity and 
DiltinCtion. 

The Summe of all my Thoughts is this : What is 
meant by oze or more, the /ame or different Idea's is bet- 
ter to be conceived by inward Reflexion, than can poſ- 
ſibly be explained by Words. | 

Such an 1dea, which is not diſtinguiſhable into dif- 
ferent Appearances, {1 call a ſimple Igea. 

- When I have any Thought or Perception, which is 
reſolvable into ſeveral 1dee's, I call this a complex or coms- 
pounded Notiow. And hence I term any Being ſimple or 
compounded, according as it is perceivable by ſome Mind, 
under one ſimple Appearance, or a complex ldea. 

Whether my Iades's are agreeable to the real Natures 
of Things, or. thoſe original Fatterns in the Mind of 
God, I cannot certainly know ; but when they are the 
ſame, and when they differ from one another, I plainly 
perceive; tho? I cannot always judge of the Identity or 
Dsſtiniion of Things, according as they are —_—_ 

D t 


WW .._-_-<+40ad 


18 Come Conſuderations concerning the Trinity. 
ted to my underſtanding, under the ſame or different 
Appearances : For here I ſhould be ſometimes miſta- 
ken too, as 'tis plain I often muſt, if I judged of 
= real unity or multiplicity of Things by my own 
aes's. : 


The Notions we have of the unity of Things with- 


out us, come the neareſt that can be imagin'd to our 
1dea's of Point, and continued Extenſion 5 one of which 
repreſents ſimple unity, the other compoxnded; the one 
we apply to what we call /piritual Beings, the other to 
material ; For "tis certain the Conception we have 
of Body, can never furniſh us with any Idea of ſimple 
Vaity.. 

mt Spirit then-we mean ſomething without exten- 
fion, and conſequently indiviſible, capabke of perfor- 
ming ſome ſuch kind of Afﬀtions, which do, in ſome 
manner or degree, reſemble thoſe we are conſcious of ; 
But what that is, from whence I ſuppoſe ſuch Actions 
to proceed, I have not the leaſt conception of ; for all 
that I conceive, 1s only ſeveral Tdes's of different parti- 
cular Adtions, which no more expreſs the /dez of that 
Principle from whence they ſpring, than the 1dea's of 
feveral particular Lines expreſs the 1gea of that Point 
they are drawn from. . 

All-that we can perceive or imagine of rerprreel U- 
nity, is nothing elſe but a Connexion or jotar Poſition 
of ſeveral Bodies, which, according as it is wore or /eſ3 
perceivable, according to the fimplicity or multiformity of 
the Figure reſulting tronyit, and the eaſin:;/s or difficulty 
of Separation, makes ſeveral degrees of Unioz, which 
all receive the comm6n Denomination of Unzty. 

Now as Extexfion, by reaſon of its perpetual diwvifjht- 
lity,' cannot give vs a true Notion of fimple Unity, 10 
zeither can I have any diſtint knowledge of Vavon or 


Compoſition, 
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Compoſition, abſtrafted from all Conſiderations of Ex- 
tenſion. I do not underſtand how a Mind and Body are 
united, any otherwiſe than that I perceive ſuch and 
ſuch ſpiritual Actions produced within che Compaſs of 
ſuch a Body which I call One : Neither am I able to 
comprehend the Union or Separation of Two ſpiritual 
Beings, without conſidering them as in the ſame or dit- 
ferent Localites ; for I have not diſtiaQ Idea's of ſeve- 
ral /piritual Natures, nor, if I ſhould perceive the ſeve- 
ral Operations of different Spirits, could I diſtinguiſh 
the ſeveral #ndividual Beings, or Principles, they pro» 
cecded from : For who is there that, if all the Thoughts 
and Motions of the Souls of ſeveral Men were commu- 
nicated to him, could tell which proceeded from which ? 
Nay, we cannot tell whas difference of Ations is ſuffi- 
cient ro determine the different kinds of Principles they 

d from ; neither can any Co-operation, or Con- 
ſent of Aftions, make us conceive a /piritual Union, 
without coficeiving the ſame Term of Attion roo. For 
ſuppoſe two Souls were {o exattly framed alike, that 
they always thought and wilPd the ſame Things at the 
{ame times, and were conſcious of each other's I houghis 
and Attions, if they were put into different Bodies, "tis 
plain we could not properly ſay they were #nied or 
made one : And again, ſuppoſing they were in the /ame 
Boay, we could not: poſſibly conceive thein to be two, 
any otherwiſe than we knew them capable of a /eparate 
—_— that is, if we examine our Thoug'ts ho» 
neſtly, of a ſeparate UV, in different Bodies, or elſe- 
where : Not that I think /ocal Preſence, or Determina- 
tion, is any way contained within the Idea of a ſpiritu- 
al Being, but it helps us to conceive it better, and dif- 
courſe more diſtin&ly about it. And, if we obſerve 
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it, there are ſeveral caſes where our Conceptions. and 
*udgments mult n<ccſſarily ditter. 

1heſc then arc all the kinds of Unity and Diſt inftion 
I can poſſibly imagine; namely, 1a Idea, Principle, 
and Poſition, Whatever elſe is called Unity, is, more 
properly termed Agreement, the very Notion of which 
_— a diſtintion in ſome of, the fore-mentioned 
kinds, 

Identity is nothing clſc but a repetition of Upity, as 
Number is of Differenge,with the fudgment of the Un- 
derſtanding, upon it. 

What Perſozal Unity and = will. be 
calily underſto:d by explaining the word Per/ox, which 
ſignifies one of theſe two things ; either a Particular. 
Intelligent Being, or an Offics, Charater, or ſome ſuch 
complex Notion applicable to ſuch a Being. In the firſt 
ſenſe one Man, or Anzel, is one Perſon, and ſeveral Men 
or Angels are ſeveral Perſons. In the ſecond ſenſewf 
the word there may be ſo many Perſons as. there are 
different Combinations of the Aftions,. Relations, and 
Circumſtances of Intclligent Beings. 

And thus having given an Account of the meaniag 
and (ignification of the Terms in which we are required. 
to expreſs our Faith, we are next to Examine, how far, 
and in what ſenſe we can believe this. Propoſition, That 
One and the ſame God u Three different Perſons. 

Now *tis certain, that if thoſe before-ſpecified are 
all thz Notions we are able to frame of Unity and Dz- 
finttion, then God mult be Ore and Three in ſome way 
or manner there laid down, or elle in ſome other way 
or manner not conceivable by Human Underſtanding, 

Firſt then, let us {ce how and in what manner God 
can be Ore and Three, according to thoſe Notions our 
Souls have framed of Urity and Diſtinition. 


And 
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And here *cis granted on all hands, that nothing can 
be Oze and Thyee in the ſame mannerand reſpei?;:Wecan- 
not conce:ve a thing to be 1n One determinate Poſition 
or Ubi, and in Three ſeparate V#7i's all -at once ; We 
cannot conceive that O:e Principle or Nature ſhould b: 
but One, and yet Three different Principles or Natures 
too; or that any ObjeQ lhould be truly and adequately 
xepreſented to any Mind or Underſtanding under One 
Idea, and rruly and adequately repreſented under 'Threc 
different Idea's. *Tis unpoſlible to believe any thing 
of this kind, becauſe it implies a plain Contradiftion 
to the cleareſt and molt certain knowledge we can have 
of Unity and DiſtinAtion ; ſo that if Oze may be Three 
in the ſame reſpe& *tis Oze, then One and Three muſt 
ſtand. for other Idea's than we conceive when we pro- 
nounce theſe words; and if ſo, they ought to have 
other Names, and not be called One and Three.. 

Since therefore we cannot ſay, that God is One and 
Three in the ſame reſped; in the next place let us En- 
quire, In what different reſpefFs this may be affirmed of 
him. Now, as to th? Unzty of God, this is cafily be- 
lieved and acknowledged, as being very agreeable ro 
all our other Notions of the Deity. The chief difh- 
culty lyes in afligning the Diſfin7i2n : In attempt- 
ing Which, the belt and cleareſt way of proceeding 
will be by going over the ſeveral kinds of DiſtinEtion 
before-mentioned. 

I will begin with that- of Poſetzon : . And here *cis 
plain at firlt ſight that we cannot poſlibly. conceive 
God under any difference of Poſition; we cannot ex- 
clude Omaijpotence from any imaginable point of ſpace : 
*Tis the-limited Powers and Faculties of created Beings 
which are the. Foundation of all Local Diſtindions : And 
therefore when we endeavour to-reprelent God to- our 

thoughts 
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thoughts in this manner, we conſider him as Omnipre- 
ſent ; and | can no more conceive Three Omnipreſents , 
than can conceive Three ſtraight Lines drawn be- 
tween the ſame Points. 

But though there can be but One undividea Omnipre« 
ſence, may there not be Three Infinite Beings Co-equal 
to one another, and Commenſurate to One Infinite Space? 
This is far above my Conception too : finite (wallows 
up all my thoughts. Whatever Idea we apply this 
Term Infinite to, I think it impoſſible to apply it to 
another of the ſame Denomination : As for Example ; 
If I apply it to Power, | cannot conſider it as applicable 
to more than One Infinite Power : For Infinite Power 
includes all ahe Poffibilities of Action; ſo that to con- 
- ceive more than One Infinite Power, would be to con- 
ceive more Power than is poſſible ; which is a groſs and 
palpable Abſurdity. And therefore we cannot conceive 
Three Infinite Beings diſtini# from one another, any 
more than Three Infinite Powers, or 1 hree Infinite Spaces, 
becauſe all Diſtin#ton implies ſome Limitation, and Li- 
mitation 1s a Contradittion to Infinity, We can indeed 
conceive Infinite Power, as in ſome manner bounded 
by Infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, Mercy, or the like; but 
in no wiſe as limited by any other Power. We cannot 
therefore conceive one Inknite Being as bounded by 
another Infiaite Being ; for then we ſhould conceive 
Infinite Power limited by another Power, and the like 
of all other Attributes, which are the ſame in both : 
For the Notion of an Izfizite Being includes in it all 
the imaginable kinds of Infinite Perfettton. 

But it we ſay, there are Three Infinite Peings , 
and all the Perfe&ions of each are corncident, what 
ground can we have for ſuch « Diſtinition ? Not ſo 
much, to uſe the former Inſtance, as for that of three 

ſtraight 
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Rraight Lines between the ſame Points; for there the 
different times of deſcribing the ſame Line may in ſome 
manner help us to form a confuſed Conception of dif- 
ferent Lines : But *tis not in the Power of the Soul 
to repreſent to its ſelf Three Eternal Beings of Chinci- 
dent Perfetions. Here's nothing for the Imagination 
to lay hold of, no manner of ground to deceive our 
ſelves into a confuſed belief of ſuch a DiſtinQtion. And 
therefore I do not ſee how *tis-poſlible for us to believe 
there are Three diſtini# Principles or Natures all» of the 
ſame Infinite Perfeftions, which together we call God. 

And if there be but Oze Omnipreſent, Infinitely Pey- 
feft Being, how can he be truly and fully repreſented 
to.any Mind under Three different Idea's ? The truth of 
an Idea conſiſts in its Agreement and Conformity to 
the Original it repreſents; And if ſo, how is't poſſible 
there Id be Three Idea's exaftly and adequately 
conformable ro the ſame Original, and yet different 
from-one another ? Either theſe Differences found in 
the Idea's are not in the real Pattern, and then the Re- 
preſentation is falſe ; or they are, and then the Unity 
of the Obje& is deſtroyed, 

'Tis true, indeed we do often apply different Jdea's 
ro the ſame individual Objeft ; but theſe are either 
Partial 'and Inadequate Conceptions of the Nature and-E/- 
ſence of it; or Expreſſive of ſomething Acreſſory arrd 
Extrinſecal to the Nature of the thing, ſuch as Moces, 
Cireamſtances, and Relations. | 

Thoſe Partial Conceptions we frame of the Divine 
Nature are what we call the Atrribures of God ; Which, 
how different ſoever from one another in our thoughts, 
are-all neceflarily included in the ſimple 1dea of ; 
and therefore cannot-bethe ground of ſuch a Diſtinion 


as we are now enquiring afrer, For when I ſay,that God 
. IS-. 
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iz Hy, Wile, or Powerſul, I only fay thac explacitly 
and in part, Which I ſaid amplicitly and in fell, when I 
pronounced the Name of God; and the meaning of 
{uch Propofitions is no more but this, I hat a Holy, 
Wiſe, Powertul Being, of allorher Infinite PerfeQtions 
is Holy, Wiſe, Powerful, cc. All which PerfeCtions, 
though conſidered ſeparately: under different Appear- 
ances by our imperfect Faculties, being really but one 
ſimple Idea, can be applyed to but one Single Perſon 
in the fit ſenſe of the word Perſon, as ir 6gnifies a 
particular Intelligent Being, Nature, or Principle ; and 
that for the Reaſons jult now mentioned concerning 
the Conformity of Idea's with their Patterns. 

From whence it follows, that according to the No- 
tions we are capable of _—_ of Unity and Diftin- 
Aion, which I have particularly examined, with Re- 
ference to the Holy Trinity, all the Perſonal Diſtinfion 
we can conceive in the Deity muſt be founded upon 
ſome Acceſſory Idea's Extrinſecal to the Divine Nature; 
a certain-Combination of which Idea's makes up the 
Second Notion ſignihed by the word Perſos. 

And if we fairly and 'impartially Examine our own 
Thoughts upon this Subje&t, we ſhall find, that, when 
we name God the Father, we conceive the Idea of God 
ſo far as we are capable of-conceiving it, as Afting fo 
and ſo, under ſuch Reſpe#s and Relations; and when 
we name God the Son, we conceive nothing elſe but 
the ſame Idea of God over again under different Rela» 
tions; and ſo likewiſe of the Holy-GhoF. 

But if this be all that is meant by Trinity in Unity, 
Three Perſons, and One God, where is that ſtupendious 
Myſtery ſo much reverenced and adored by ſome ? 
What becomes of the great Difficulty and Obſcurity 
complained of by others * What is it that has puzled 


the 
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the Underſtandings, and ſtaggered the Faith of ſo many 
Learned and Inquiſitive Men 1n all Ages fince this 
Dodrine was firſt delivered ? This is an invinciblePre- 
judice againſt the Account now given, and indeed a- 
gainſt any other Explication whatſoever that has no- 
thing in it hard to be underſtood, or believed : For 
how can it be imagined that what has paſſed for a 
Myſtery theſe Sixteen Hundred Years, ſhould now at 
laſt be comprehended as plainly as a common ordinary 
Notion ? 

But if this Account of the T73nzty be too eaſie, and 
falls far ſhort of thoſe High Expreſſions of DiſtinQtion 
found in Scripture (as I think it does) and no other 
grounded = any Notions our Souls have framed 
of Unity and Diftinfion can be true or conſiſtent (as I 
have before particularly proved) then it neceſſarily fol- 
lows, that God muſt be One axd T hree in ſome way or 
manner not conceivable by Humane Underſtanding. 

And what we are to believe in this caſe is the Sub- 
je of my next Enquiry ; which I am perſwaded may 
very eaſily and quickly be reſolved : For if we are 
fully ſatisfied from Revelation, that theſe Terms, Ore 
and Three, may, and ought to be affirmed of God, bur 
not in any ſenſe of the words we are here in this pre- 
ſent ſtate capable of conceiving. And moreover, if it 
be true, as I have already ſhewa it 1s, that we can be- 
lieve a thing no farther than we underſtand the Terms 
in which-it is propoſed to us; *cis plain from hence 
that all we can poſſibly believe io the matter of the 
Trinity is, That Oze and the ſame God is Three in ſome 
way or manner we are not able to comprehend. And 
if we are ſure we cannot comprehend what this Di- 
ſtinftion- is' whereby God is Three, in'vain do we look 
out for Terms to expreſs ſomething which we have no 

MIAlLLTCT 
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manner of Conception of. Whatever words we ule, 
whether Perſon, Hip fps, or any other we can in 
vent, or Languages furniſh us with, they all fignifie 
the ſame thing ; that is, ſome kind of DiſtinQion we 
do not underſtand. And we may rack our Thoughts, 
tire our Imaginations, and break all the Fibres of our 
Brain, and yet never be able to deliver our f:lves 
clearer. 

All therefore that we can {»9w of the Trinity by 
Reaſon, can amount to no more than an Obſcure confu- 
fed Knontedge, wineh we are forced to expreſs in ge- 
neral and abſtraffed Terms, becauſe we are ſuie no 
other reach our thoughts, though theſe are not ſuffi. 
cient to explain all we mean by them. 

Nor is this to be wonder'd at; that we ſhould have 
confuſed Notions of things which no particular Idea's 
our Minds are furni{h'd with can render clearer to us : 
For if we confider the Degrees and Limits of our Know- 
tedge, and take a ftrxt Survey of our whole ſtock of 
Thoughts, we ſhall find there are very few things thay 
we know fully and diftiotly. . Moft: of our Notions 
differ only as-more or leſs confuſed, more or leſs general. 
There is a certain Scale of Knowledge, wherein every 
thing is {q fitted and praportioned toour Faculties, that 
we cannot defſcend-below ſuch a determinate pitch- in 
our Conceptions or Explications of any ObjeCt propo- 
ſd to us. | | 

As for inſtance; ſuppoſe a Blind-Man hasa defire to 
know- what Colour is ; *tis certaia he can never form a 


true diſtinCt Idea of it; but-yet he is capable of a ge- 
neral confuſed Knowledge, which wants- but one de- 
gree of Particularity to be clear andperfe& Conception. 
He may know that Colour is not any-S#b/tance, but 
{ome Mode or Determination which owes its — 
an 
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and Support to ſome other Being ; that it is not Exten- 
ſion, or any other Accident or Quality perceivable by 
any of the Senſes he enjoys : He may further be: made 
to underſtand, that it is fome kind of Sex/ation, pro- 
duced by the imprefſion of other Bodies upon that part 
of a Man's which is called he Eye, which other Men 
perceive though he does not. Now *tis plain that ſuch 
a Man knows a great deal of the Nature of Colour, 
more by far than another Blind-Man who has not 
made the fame Enquiries and RefleQions abont it ; and 
fo much as will ſecure him from having any other Idea 
impoſed upon him for that of Colour, which is fo di- 
Ringuilhed and circumftantiated to him, that, ſhould 
he now receive his fight, he would preſently acknow- 
tedge the marks before defcribed'to him. And yet af- 
ter alk, it may be truly ſaid, while he continues blind, 
he has no manner of Idea of Colour, becauſe he has no 
diſtin Idea of that particular kind of Senſation to 
which his general Idea's are applyed. And therefore 
he can go no lower in hs Explications of the Notion 
he has of Colour : For if he explains it by any Senſa- 
tion which he receives from-his other Senfes, the Idea's 
he has then in his Mind are indeed more particular and 
diſtin&, but the Judgment he makes upon th:m muſt 
be utterly falſe, whereas before, his Knowledge was 
only general and confuſed, but yet.trae. 

I have made choice of this plain,. familiar Inſtance 
of Senſe, to ſhew the unreaſonableneſs of thoſe who 
in higher Speculations complain that the terms brought 
to explain them are too general and abffraited; and de- 
mand a further Explicatton of what-we cannot poſſibly 
know beyond ſuch a degree of Particularity, which the 
Terms already made uſe of, doexpreſs. 
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In vain therefore, - and unjuſtly, are we urged to ex- 
plain the Dof#rine of the Trinity more particularly, 
when we have brought it down to the utmoſt Particu- 
larity we. are capable of conceiving, and at the ſame 
time freely acknowledge, we don't know it fo diſtin- 
Aly as ?tis capable of being known. 

For then only is the Ule of genera! abſtraffed Terms 
to be condemned, either when the ſubje& we are upon 
will admit of a more particular and ſenſible Explica- 
tion; or,*if it will not, when by too much Refi- 
ning and Abſtrafting, we deceive our ſelves, and 
think ſome Terms we have found Out make the Thing 
clear to us, tho? we have not really more diftin& Con» 
ceptions of it than we had before, and at the ſame time 
theſe very Terms make it more obſcure and difficult to 
others. And this is what I remarked before as a 
Prejudice to be avoided 1n an impartial Search after 
Truth. : 

But ſo long as we acknowledge we have only a gene- 
ral confuſed Notiow of the Trinity, or ſuch a Three-fold 
Diftinttion in the Godhead, as is conſiftent with the ani- 
ty of the Divine Nature, we may be allowed to explain 
this Notionin geweral abſtrafted Terms, becauſe we lay 
no greater a Streſs upon the Terms than they will truly 
bear, and require only a Faith proportionate to our 
Knowledge ; that is, a general confuſed Faith, which we 
_ a clearer and more diſtin Revelation of here- 
after. 

And thus I have diſpatched the firſt Branch of my 
Diſcourſe, wherein I propoſed to conſider how far *twas * 
poſſible for us to believe a Trinity. 


Il. I come now to my Second General Enquiry, 
z4z. What it is the Scripture requires us to believe in 
this 
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this Matter ? For a diſtin& Reſolution of which 
Queſtion, I ſhall obſerve the following Method : 


Firſt, 1 ſhall barely and poſitively lay down the 
Dotrine of the Trinity, ſo far as I judge ir expreſly 
contained in Scripture. | 

Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to prove the Truth of 
what I aſſert. 

Thirdly, I ſhall conſider the particular Additional 
Explications that have or may begiven of theScripture- 
Account of this Article. . 


1. In ſpeaking to. the Firſt, it muſt be allowed, that 
there is no ſuch Propoſition as this, That Ore and the 
ſame God is Three different Perſons formally, and in Terms, 
to be found in the Sacred. Writings either of the 0/4 or 
New Teſtament : Neither is it pretended that there is 
any Word of the. ſame Signification or Importance 
with the Word Try, uſed in Scripture, with rela- 
tion to God, There is one Text which plainly enough 
affirms, without the help: of Inference or Deduction, 
that God is Three and One: But this being a diſputed 
Paſſage, and no where elſe repeated in the ſame or the 
like Terms, I ſhall not inſiſt upon it. Nor do I think 
ſuch a Trinity as. we profeſs to believe, ttahds. much ia 
need of the Support of this Text; the Matter and ſub- 
je& of our Faith in this Point being frequently, largely, 
and circumſtantially mentioned ; and, as it appears to 
me, interwoven into the very Defiga of the Scrip- 
tures, | 
Now the Summ of all that the Scriptures plainly 
.and expreſly teach concerning a Trzxzty, is this : That 
there is but Ore only God, the Author and Maker of 
All Things ; bur that Oe God ought to be acknow- 

ledged - 
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ledged and adored by us, under thoſe Three different T5. 
tles or (haratters of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Which 
Terms, whatever they ſignifie, according to my Judg- 
ment, upon a fair and impartial Confideration' of all 
Circumſtances that can determine their Senſe, are evi- 
dently applied to God in many Places of ' Holy Writ; 
and conſequently are truly and properly applicable to 
him. 

2. 'The Proof of which Afﬀertion is the Second Thing 
I undertook. 

But here I find my ſelf foreftalled by the ſucceſsful 
Endeavours of a great many Learned Men, who have 
carefully and nicely examined every Text that can be 
brought, cither for the Eftabhfhment, or Confutation 
of the Doftrine of the Trinity. I thall noe therefore 
trouble my Reader with a particular detait of all 
their Arguments; but only acquaint him truly and fairly 
what were the chief Motjves which influenced and 
diſpofed me to make ſuch a Judgment as I have, juft 

re, declared. | 

Now the Reafons which determined my Opimon in 
this Matter, were ſuch as freely offered themſelves up- 
on an unprejudiced reading of Scripture, and confide- 
ring the Deſign, Connexion, . and Analogy of thoſe 
Writings: And I am apt to believe, if any Man elſe 
took the fame Method, and conſidered Things toge- 

ether, and not only: in looſe Texts and Paſſages, - the 
rſt: Reſult of his Thoughrs would be the ſame; vsz. ; 
Thefe Terms, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, muſt." all 

be ſo underſtood, as to include the ſame God in their 
Signification ; and that any other-Senſe or Explication 

_ Words, would be attended with greare> Diffi- 
culties. | 


: But 
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But this being a Reflexion which is founded upon 
the Agreement and Coherence of all the Parts of Scrip- 
ture, -'twould be a very improper -and ineffeQtual De- 
ſign to go about to confirm the Truth of it from ſome 
particular Paſſages. Omitting therefore all thoſe Texts, 
which are a great :many, ds any of theſe Terms, 
Father, Son, or Holy. Ghoſt, appear to be direQly affir- 
med of God, according to a fair Conſtruftion of the 
Words,.1 ſhall only obſerve.'Fwo or Three Paſſages 
from-the-. Hiſtory of our Saviour and his Goſpel , 
which, to my Apprehenſion, do as ſtrongly prove what 
T have advanced as the moſt formal Expreſſions, and 
are lets liable-to be-perveted by the Criticiſms of Lan- 


E. 
5 The fwt-Oblervation I have to make, concerns the 
common Forms of Baptiſm, 'Salutation, and Bleſſing, 
uſed in ſeyeral Places of the New Tefament. 

Now theſe are Matters no way controverted : That 
our Saviour commanded his Diſciples #9 go and teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Fathey, Son, 
and Fly Ghoſt, "That St. Paul makes uſe of ſuch Salu- 
tations as theſe : The Lord be withyo0u; The Grace of our 
Lord TFeſus Chriſt be with you all; Grace be to you, and 
Peace from God the Father, aud from our Lord Jeſus 
Ghpiſft : And particularly cloſes his Second Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians with this Ritegegrand fuller Bleſſing ; 
The Grace of the Lord Je(ws Chriſt; and the Love of Ged, 
and the 'Communion of the  Haly Ghoſt be with you all, 
From whence I infer, that all theſe Terms, Fa'h-r, 
Sow, and Holy Ghoſt, lignifie God ;. becauſe I cannot 

ply conceive *tis agreeable to the Nature of the 
Chriſtian Religion, that the Minifters of it ſhould 
Teach, Baptize, or Bleſs the People in any other Name 


but God's. 


ir 
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It cannot be imagined but the People muſt equally 
believe in thoſe, in whoſe Names they are Baptized or 
Bleſ#d : They muſt believe that thoſe, 'who are call'd 
upon to beſtow Graces and Rleflings upon them, are 
able to give what they are called upon for. And 
whatever is meant by Baptizing in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, it ſeems very plain that 
theſe Three are all equally concerned in what's done in 
that Sacrament. Whether by this Form of . Baptiſm 
be ſignified on the Miniſter's. Part, the. Authority or: 
Commiſſion by which he aQs in his Adminiſtration ; or 
whether on the Part of the Perſon baptized, be meant 
any Ackanonledgment .or Confeſſion, Submiſſion or Dedi- 
cation of himſelf; or whether this Phraſe #» the Name, 
or, as in the: Greek, znta the Name, does imply all this, 
and more, the whole Force and: Importance of the Ex- 
preſſion, does in the ſame Extent belong to Father, Son, 
and Holy Gho##, The Powter and Authority here recei- 
ved, is derived from all Three: They are all to be ac- 
knovledged as Authors of our Salvation; all infallible, and 
to be believed in What they Teach; have all the ſame 


Title to our Submiſſion and Obedience, and are Joint- 


Parties in that Covenant we make in. Baptiſm. 

The Inference from hence is very Plain and Eafie: 
That if. a»y oxe.of theſe Terms ſignifie God, they my& 
all Three Canifie Goa; argMf all Three: fignifie' God, 
they muſt all Three ſignifie oe. azd the ſame God ; for 
God 1s but One, Now- that the One Supreme God, the 
Lord and Maker of All Things, is: here-meant by the 
Word Father, is a: Thing not queſtioned; and . there- 
fore Son, and Holy Ghoſt; are Terms expreſſive of /the 
lame Divine Nature. . . | 1 ale a ftied 

Should we bur ſuppoſe the contrary, 'Fhat by Sox 
was meant only a meer Man, or ſome Peaveply Being, 

of 
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of higheſt Rank under God, and by Holy Ghoſt was fig- 
nified only ſome created Spirit, inferisr to the Son, or 
the Power, Efficacy, Love, Favonr, or Vertue of Gol 
how. ſtrange would ſuch a Form of Baptiſm appear ? 
I Baptize thee in the Name of Goa, Peter the Apoſtle, 
and the Power or Love of God ; or, I Baptize thee tn the 
Name? of God, Michael the Archanzel, and Ravhael « 
Miniſtring Spirit. There needs no more but. a bare 
Mention of ſuch an Expolition to ſhew the Fal- 
ſhood of it : What abſurd Conſequences may be 
drawn from it, I ſhall leave to every Man's particular 
Reflexion. 

Another Thing which mightily confirmed me in this 
Belief, that the Father, Sox, and Holy Ghoſt, {o often 
named in Scripture, are -O:e axd-the ſame God, under 
thoſe Three | different Appellations, was this, That the 
Son, who is the ſame with him that is in other Places 
called the-Lord, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and ſome- 
times only Jeſ#s, or Chriſt, was worſhip'4 with a Rels- 

ions Worſhip by thoſe that followed him and embraced 
Fs Goſpel: For if he that was called the Sox of God, 
or Chriſt,: was thus to be worſhip'd, -it plainly and evi- 
dently follows from-hence, according-to all the Notions 
we have of: God and Religion, either. from Nature or 
Revelation, that the Sox was allo God, the [ame true and 
only God-with the'Father, lis 
v2 Andifnelrs Sas . be allowed to be God as well as 
the! Father;/ it will -be calily admitted that the Holy 
Ghoſt is {o'tvo;who appears-in Scriptureinveſted with all 
the ſame: Charaters of Divinity: For: Father, Sor, 
and Holy Gus are as confiſtent; with the Uzzty of the 
Godhead, -ts and $92 only ;- and: beſides, there's 


greates difficulty: mconctivitg the Son'to beGod, than 
the Roy Ghoſft;, becaule: dfgno FHumint: Nature: But 
1: F that 
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that he was God manifeſt in the Fleſh, is, Þ ſay, appa- 
rent from the divize Worſhip that was pay'd to him : 
ror that God only is to be worſhip'd, is. an evident 
Principle, as well as an indiſpenſable Duty ; and I can 
as ſoon believe a thing #o 6, .and at 26 be, as that 
any thing that is zot God ſhould be worſhipped as 
Goa. 

Now that Chriſt received the Honour and Worſhip 
due to God only, is plain from abundance of Places of 
Scripture, where we find he was not only, adored 
with all the outward Expreſſions of Reverence and 
Devotion, but confels'd and acknowledged to be God 
by an Application of the D:zvine Artributes to him, 
ſuch as agree only to God, and are incommunicable to 
any other, as might be proved at hrge jf it had not 
been done already ; But this being fully infiſted upon 
by. others, I ſhall only name T'wo Paſſages to this Pur- 
poſe ; the one, Phzl. 4. 13, the other, A. 7. 59. 
which, if there were no other, are of themſelves ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew what the Faith of the firſt Chriſtians was : 
For who, but one that believed that Chrift was God, 
could fay with St. Paul, I cap do; all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengthneth me.; or, with St; Stephen, at 
the in{jant of Death, cry out, Lord Feſws receive my 
Spirit. 

From thele, and many other Texts, it feems plain 
to me, that Chriſt; was worſhipped, and acknowledged 
as God : and that therefore he ought fo to be worſhip 
ped, and acknowledged, we have all the fame Reaſons 
to believe, as we have that the Scriptures are True ; 
the Eſtabliſhment of a Falſe -Worſhip-being @ thorough 
Diſproof of the Authority that Comandarids at. 2h, 

Suppoſing therefore the [/Eruth of the Sctipgures , 
there's ne Way of gludingi4his Argument, but:Þy gi 


ving 
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ving another Interpretation to all thoſe Places which 
kem to aſcribe divine Honour ro Chrift ; which can 6 
- otherwiſe be done, than by framing a particular Dias 
kQ- for this Purpoſe, and giving new Signth-ations 
ro Words, when applied ro our Savior, which they 
never had before, when uſed upon other Occaſions. 
- I ſhall not enter upon a particular Proof of this, * 
but paſs on to 
Another Argument I obſerv'd from Scripture, which 
gave me further Aſſurance of the D#vinity of the Soy, 
and conſequently of the Truth of rhe whole Propoſi- 
tion before advanced ; and that is, The CharaQer of 
Jeſus Chriſt conſidered meerly as 2 Man. Now *tis cer- 
tain, that the May Chrift Jeſus. the Son of David, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, is repreſented by all the Evange- 
liſts, as having his Converſation in this World with all 
Lowlineſs, and Humility, and with perfe& Holineſs, 
and Unblameableneſs of Life. And it is not imagina- 
ble, that a Perſon of this CharaQer ſhould have ſuf- 
fered any Titles to have been given him, any Honour 
or ReſpeCft to have been pay'd him, which were not 
ſfrittly and indiſpenſably due to him ; much leſs have 
taken the Honour and Worſhip, peculiar to God only, 
to himſelf, if he had not been infallibly conſcious that 
of a Truth God dwelt in him. I cannot poſſibly con- 
ceive that one, who declined all Appearance of Gran- 
deur, Dominton, and Authority, ſhould have allowed 
. of any thing that look'd like Worſhip, or Adoration, 
or might have been miſtaken for it; or that he, who 
knew he was believed to be the Son of God, in ſuch a 
Senſe which ſome thought Blaſpherny, would nor have 
undeceived his Followers, arid juſtified himſelf to his. 
Enemies, had he not really been what *twas Blaſphe- 
my to have pretended to be, it he were not. | 
E 2 I might 
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I might eaſily purſue theſe RefleQtons a great deal 
further, and bring more Arguments to confirm the 
truth of what T have aſſerted, that theſe Names or 
Titles of Father, Son, and Hely Ghoit are applyed in 
Scripture to the Oze True God; but I judge it altoge- 
ther unneceſſary, not only becauſe it has been fully 
made out already in ſeveral ſet Diſcourſes upon this 
SubjeQ, but becauſe it is {o plainly and expreſly re- 
vealed, that I am verily per{waded every Man that 
reads would believe, were it not for the additional Ex- 
plications ſuch a Belief is charged with. 

3. Which is the next thing to be conſidered : And 
indeed here lyes the whole difficulty of the matter, the 
main ſtreſs of the Controverſie. For that God ſhould 
be called Father, Sox, and Holy Gho#, is as eaſily to 
be believed, as that he ſhould be called Adonai, Elohim, 
and Jehovah ; That the ſame thing ſhould be ſignified 
and expreſſed by ſeveral names, is no ſuch incredible 
Myſtery : But if we allow that theſe Terms, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, are all applyed to God in Scrip- 
ture, *tis not thought ſufficient to ſay, that theſe are 
three ſeveral Names: which fignifie God ; but we are 
further required to believe that Gol 5s One and T hree , 
the ſame God, but three different Hypoſtaſes or Perſons ; 
And that one of theſe three Hypoſt aſes or Per ſons, 1s beth 
God and Man. Theſe are the:hard ſayings which puz- 
zles ſome Mens Underſtandings, and a. them chule 
rather to wreſt and pervert the plaineſt Texts, than 
admit ſuch ſeemingly. inconfiſtent Conſequences, 

Here therefore I ſhall Examine, what grounds there 
are in Scripture for ſuch an Expoſition : oſs. 64 

' And what we are obliged from thence to believe 
when we expreſs our Faith in this particular man- 


ner. | ; 
Firſt 
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Firſt then, as to theſe forms of Expreſſion, That 
God is One and Three, &c. It 1s to. be obſerved, that 
theſe Names, Father, Son, and Holy Ghep, are applyed 
to God 1n Scripture 1n a difterent way from what any 
of his other Names are : For the other Names of God. 
ſignific only Partiil Conceptions of the Divine Nature, 
ſuch as Sell Exiſtence, Power, &«. and are all contained 
within the ſame Idea of God ; and fo are indifferently 
uſed upon any occaſion to expreſs the whole Idea of 
God ro which they belong, which is the ſame under 
every denomination. Theſe therefore cannot be the 
Foundation of any diſtiaftion in the Godhead :. But 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according to our way of 
conceiving things, ſignifie ſomething Extrinſecal and: 
Acceſſory to the Divine Nature, as much as we know 
of the Divine Nature by reaſon, the whole Idea of God 
being conceived as full and compleat before the appli- 
cation of theſe terms; And though all of them are ſe- 
parately and together affirmed of God, yet each of 
them in {ov peculiar a manner, that there are ſeveral 
occations- where when one of theſe terms is uſed with 
relation to God, *twould be improper to uſe either of 
the other. From wheace it foilows, that theſe three: 
Names of God, F:ther, San, and Holy Gho#, muſt de- 
note a three-fold difference . or diſtin:tion belonging to 
God; but ſuch as is conliſtent with the Unity. and Sim- 
plicity of the Divine Nature. For each of theſe Names 
includes the whole Idza we have of God and ſomething 
mo:e; ſo far as they expreſs ths Nature of God, they _ 
ail adequately, and exaQtly. ſigaifie the ſame ; *ris the 
add:tional ſignitication whic' makes all.thz ditiattion 
betwixt them. 

What particular kind 0: mmnner of diſtinftin.this 15, 
i5.not expreſſed in Scripture; but fince the gt has 
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thought fit to aſſign a Name for it, that of Pe/ſor 
ſeems to me as proper and agreeable to the-whole Te- 


nor and Defagn of the Holy Writings, -as any other 
that could have been choſen for that purpoſe. For F4- 


ther, Son, and Holy GhoFt, whether we -confider the 


Primitive ſenſe and intention. of the words, the gene- 
ral and conſtant uſe of them, or the particular Connex- 
ion and Cmrcumſtances in which they are mentioned in 
Scripture, have plainly a Perſonal Signification ; each 
of them, without any figure of Speech, being deter- 
minced to ſignifie ſome intel{izent Being Atting in ſuch a 
manner as 15 there related. 

There needs no Proof of this, the plain dition of 
Perſons imported by thoſe Terms being the chief Ar- 
gument made. uſe of to ſhew that they cannot all be 
applied to God, but muſt neceſſarily ſignifie Three di- 
ftinit Beings : But that they are all applyed to God in 
Scripture, has been proved already ; And therefore Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Gho#t may be conſidered as Perſons 
or Perſonal Charaiters, which do not imply any d:ftin- 
ion of Being or Nature. 

'The Greeks are ſuppoſed to have.meant the ſame by 
Fypoſftaſes 3s we do by Perſon; this word being ſome- 
times the very Tranſlation of the other; And if fo, 
there's the ſame ground for the uſe of both : But if 
they meant any thing elſe, they could hardly have fo 
good Warrant tor it from Revelation, 

Now, that one of theſe Perſons or Hypoſtaſes ſhould 
be 6oth God axd Map, there is this Foundation in the 
Scriptures for. He who is there called the So» of God, 
did certainly appear in the /ikeneſs of Men, being in all 
_ reſpeQts, Sin only excepted, truly and properly Mer ; 

as his Berth, Neeefities, Swfferings, and Death ſufficiently 
reſtifie. *Tis certain alſo that the ſame Je/as Chri# , 

who 
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who was called the Sox of God, and was made in the 
likeneſs of Man, is affirmed by St. Pasl, Phil. 3. 7, 8. 
ta have been in the forme of God, when he took the N«- 
rare of Max upon him. 

But beſides this and many other Texts to the ſame 
effect, *ris plain, from what before has been proved , 
that God did ſuffer himſelf to be worſhipped and ado- 
red iz and by the Man Chriſt Jeſus: The leaſt that can 
be inferred trom which is, that God was more imme- 
diatcly and peculiarly preſent in Chriit, than ever he is 
{aid to have been any whereelſe: As in the Heavers, 
Fewiſh Temple, betweew the Chernbims, in Prophets and 
Holy Men, who ſpake as they were moved by the Spi- 
rit of God. What created Obje& was ever allowed to 
intercept the Worſhip paid to God, or ſhare with him 
inic? Were the Heavens, the Temple, the Cherubim or 
Prophets to be adored ? Nay, has not God taken a par- 
ticular care to preſerve Men from Idolatry, by forbid- 
ding them to Worſhip him #» or by any ſenſible Repre- 
{entation ? Did not the Apoſtles, who worſhip*d Chriſt, 
forbid others ro Worſhip Men of like Pafſions with ads 14. 
themtelves, commanding them to dire& all their Devo. Y<* 75: 
tion to the Living God, who made Heaven and Earth ? 
How then can we _ that Chriſt was only a meer 
Man, or ſome other Creature, and not rather believe 
that he had the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling 18 bim 
bodily * *;þ 

But here it is Objetted ; How can God and Man be 
unired? And to this I muſt fairly Anſwer; that 1 can- 
not tell. I have confeſſed already in the Account TI have 
given of thoſe Notions of Un#y and Dsftin#icn, that 1 
havenor any jult or diſtin Conceptions of rhe Union 
of ; Spur wal Beings, either with Bodies, 'or with one' ano- 
ther : But this I will venture to ſay, that T can as well 

Conceive 
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conceive 'God and. Man together under one Idea, at one 
view, as I can conceive a Soul and Body 10 united. 

All that I know of the Union of Soul and Body is; 
that there is ſome Intelligent Power that makes uſe of 
the Organs of my Body, and AQts-in conjunQtion with 
the Motions there produced. And I may as well con- 
ſider God united to Man, when he.ſo Acts by the 
Miniſtry and Operation of Man, that the Attions of 
G2d ſeem conveyed to us the ſame way as the Actions 
of one Man are to another. Had thoſe who upon ſome 
occalions {pake by the extraordinary. Aſſiſtance of a Di- 
vine Power: been conſtantly ſo directed, ' and aſſiſted, 
how would they have diſtinguiſhed the Motions of their 
Souls from the Impreſſions of God ? And why then ſhould 
not we think ſuch an Extraordinary Power as this as 
much united to ſuch Men, as that Common ordinary 
Power we call the Soul is to thoſe Bodies in which it 
aQts and exerts it {elf ?  * | | 

Some have been of Opinion, that what we call the 
Soul, is nothing elſe but a conſtant regalar Inſpiration, or 
a determinate Concurrence of God Almighty with ſuch 
and ſuch Motions and Capacities of Matter : But whe- 
ther this be ſo or no, as molt probably it is not, it ſeems 
to. me very plain from Scripture, that ſuch a Power 
which-we aſcribe to God, did as Conſtantly and Regw- 
larly AQ inand through Chri#, as the Human Soul is 
perceived to do in any other Man : As appears from 
his abſolute ſecurity from all manner: of Sin and Error , 
from his conſtant knawledge of the Thoughts and De- 
ſigns of Men,and theWill and Decrees of God; and from 
his Reaginels and Ability to work Miracles at any time, 
and upon.any occalion... All which gre; manifeſt Yokens 
of. an unjnter rupted, Prelence, and Concurrence-of the 
Deity; , Eipecially at - ws .conGideri the. Calmnneſs and 

nn: Evenneſs 
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Evennelſs of Spirit obſervable in our Saviour, entirely 
free from all the tranſports of over-ruling-Impreſſions, 
"tis a further Argument that he did nor receive the Spi- 
-Trit of God at.#imes, or Cann but was as conlſci- 
ous of all the Divine PerfeCtions in himſelf as a Man is 
.conſcious of his own Thoughts. 
Such are the Grounds we find in Scripture for thoſe 
particular Explications of the Trinity before-men- 
tioned yy 


In-the next place, we are to Enquire what the Scrip- 


tures _— us to believe" in this Point. 


But before this Queſtion can be reſalved, there afc 
two things tobe premiſed : 

1. That whatever Articles of Faith are abſolutely 
neceſſary to Salvation, all Perſons of every Rank and 
Condition are cqually obliged to believe them. There 
is not one Religion for the Peaſant, and another for the 
Scholar : 'We have the ſame general Rule to walk by, 
though particular Obtigations may be greater or leſſer, 
Fewer -or more, according to different Circumſtances 
and Relations. And whatever Principles and Duties 
are of general Neceſſity, ought to be fo plainly re- 


"veakd, as to be calily underſtood by ordiaary Capa- 


cities upon a fair and careful Examination. 

2. That in order to this end it ſeems to ave been 
the Delign of 'the Scriptures to repreſent God in a /er- 
ſible manner ; though at the ſame time they take .care 
to aſſure us that God is in his own Nature a Being of 
different PerfeAions not conceivable by Human Under- 
ſtanding: And is thus repreſented only in-condeſcen- 
tion to our weakneſs, for the help and affiſtance of our 
Devotion. So that all Expreſſions of this kind, where 
God is the Subject, are to be underſtood in a hbigh:r and 
more Spiritual fenſe., bunt ill with fome Analogy = 

G what 
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what they properly and uſually ſignifie. Thus, to- uſe 
a common Inſtance, when *tis faid, that God looks down 
and beholds what's dane among the Children ,of Men; 
that he hears the Cries of the Righteous, and the Bla- 
ſphemies of the Wicked, *tis not to be imagined that 
he ſees as Man ſees, that he makes. uſe of any. Organs 
of Senſe; but *tis thus expreſſed to give us more lively 
Notions and Impreſſions of the certasnty of God's Vni- 
wverſal Knowleage ; to aſſure us that God more plainly, 
fully, and infallibly, knews whatever .is done ia all- the 
Earth, than we are capable of knowing thoſe things 
which fall within the reach of onr Senſes. © - 

This being premiſed, it ſeems very plain to me that 
the Dofrine of the Trinity is not. to be laok'd upon as 
a nice abſtraed Speculation. deſigned for the Exerciſe 
of our Underſtandings; but as a plainer Revelation of 
God's Love and Good Will towards Men, and a greater 
Motive and Incitement to Piety than any we had be- 
fore this DoQtrine was' Jelivered. 

Had man ſtood confirmed in hisOrigina[Righteouſneſs, 
and there had been no need of Redemption, 'tis highly 
probable God had never been conſidered by Man in his 
ſtate of Probation under any ſuch DiſtinQion as is now 


revealed to us; And therefore I ſhould think thoſe - 


Jo Titles and Relations by which God has been 
pleaſed to expreſs that Eternal CR in the Goa- 
head to us, ſhould be chiefly conſidered by us with rete- 
rence to the great Work of Man's Salvation, 

Thus far then the Scriptures require us to believe ; 
That the Ore only S»pream God upon his fore-knowledge 
of Max's Fall,-did from all Eternity Purpoſe and De- 
cree to Redeem Mankind into a capacity. of Salvation, 
by the Death and conſtant Mediation of a Man choſen 
2ad enabled for this Work by the fulneſs of the Godhead 
awsllirg 
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dwelling in him : And in confideration of his Paſſion and 
ts, to impart ſuch Gifts, Graces, amd Spiritual 
Aſſiſt ances, as would be ſufficient to render this Redems- 
ption effeCtual to the Saving of much People. 

And moreover we are to believe that God has accord- 
ingly executed this his Gracious Deſign towards us : 
By ſending into the World Chri# Jeſws, the Max who 
before he had ordained, ſhould in the Fulneſs of Time 
be born, and ſuffer for our Sins; #4 and by whom, as 
has already been ſhewn, God «fed in a wonderful man- 
ner, Was worſbipped and adored, and acknowledged in all 
his Aftributes; and with whom he abideth in the Ful- 
neſs of Power and Glory for ever : And, ſince his Death 
and Reception into Heaven, by a plentiful Ef#ſion of 
Spiritual Graces and Influences, by which means a great 
many have embraced the Goſpel of Chri#, and become 
Heirs of Salvation, and more from henceforth to the 
end of all things ſhall daily be added to the Church of 
God, be ſupported in the Faith, and be made Partakers 
of the purchaſed Inheritanre reſerved in Heaven for thoſe: 
that are 'Sanfified by the Spirit of God. 

Now, with reſpe& to this great Deſign of Saving 
Mankind, and. the Order and Method of the Divine 
Wiſdom in the Execution of it ; To give us as full and 
diſtin Apprehenſions as our Souls are able. to con» 
ceive. of the Miſery of our ſinful Condition, the diffi- 
_ of Deliverance, and the unſpeakable Mercy of 
God in reſtoring us to the Happineſs we had juſtly for- 
feited; and to raiſe our Souls to the higheſt pitch of 
Veneration, Loye, and Gratitude we are capable of 
expreſſing for ſuch an ineſtimable Bleſſing; God has been 
pleaſed to reveal himſelf to us under ſeveral Perſona? 
(harafters and Relatiows : Such as Father, Son, and Holy 
Gho#t ; Saviour, Mediator, and Comfortty. By which 
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j Names, and all other Expreffions conſequent thereup.- 
: on,, we are direQted to conſider ſome ſuch kind of Dz- 
ftinftion, and Su ordination Of Offices:and Relatrons in 
God, as the Terms made uſe of do commonly import. 

Thus when God is pleaſed. to repreſent his Love to 
Mankind, in the higheſt Image of Nature ; that of a- 
Father ſacrificing an only well-beloved Son, the exaft 
Tranſcript and Reſemblance of himſelf, perfe&ty In- 
nocent, and Obedient to his Will in all Things, we are 

| to believe-that, by the Swfferings. aud Death of Chriſt," 

| God has given greater Proofs of his Love towards: us 
than any Man is capable of doing to another j and that 
ſuch an AQtion of an Earthly Parent ſuggeſts the near- 
eft and likeſt Conception we can pollibly frame, of 
what.our Heawenly-Father has done for us ; tho? at the 
ſame time we muſt acknowledge it comes infinitely+. 
ſhort of expreſſing the Riches. and Fulnets of. his Mer-- 
cy and Loviny-kiadnels: . 

And the ſane Uſe and Spiritual Improvement is to be 
made of all other Revelations of. this nature. 

And thus we have feen-how-far we are capable of 
romeiving a Trinity, and what: the Scriptares exepreſfly 
oblige us t0 believe concerning this Point. - 

All that is beyond, lies far out-of our Reach and 
Comprehenſion, and no perticeler Explications can add 
any thing to'our Faith ; for the Terms made uſe. of for 
that End, being in uſe before this Doftrine was taught, 
muſt cither ſignifie the ſame they did before, or not : 
Tf the ſame, where's the Myftery ? If not, what do 
they ſignifie ? * Something that we cannot explaia but 
in Words uſed already, and then the Queſtion will re- - 
turn again. The fame Difficulty would attend :new 
Terms invented on purpoſe; tor either they would 
ave no meaning-at .all.-afixed to them, or-elſe they- 

| would 
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would be underſtood in the ſenſe of forme other in uſe 
before. And therefore, had” the veryſame Terms and 
Forms of Expreſizon been found in the Scriptures, as are 
now in our Creeds; the Revelation of «the Trinity had 
been no plainer, nor we obliged to- belicye any farther 
than the preſent Language does import : For upon a 
fair and diſtiat Examination both of Scyripe re and 
Resſon, it plainly appears, that-what's already revealed 
amgunts £0 -as- much as-we are capable of conceiving, 
and does beſides-mply ſom-thing more which we can-- 
not; Coraprehend ; and *cis not in the Power of Lan-- 

ge to make us underſtand any thing better :- For 
tis utrerly impoſitble to frame any Nations above our 
own Levet” And ſhould God be pleaſed-to ftarap fome 
new- Idca's upon the Minds of Men. they could not be- 
canyepedto others by rhe help of Words, or any other 
Signs, bur:oaly by the fame- Divine Impreſſions : ſo 
that whatever Idea” the Apoſtles, and Infpwed Writers, 
might: have of a Trinity by immediate Infuſiin, the 
Terms —— hm made uſe of can give us but this im- 
perfet Diſeovery of them,that they were ſuch as we are 
not. able to comprehend without the like Aſftance. 
This then is the: utmoſt we are requered t believe, 
or are c4psb/e of believing, concerning the DoQrine of 
the Trinity, viz-'That theſe Three different Terms, Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft, are all applicd in Scripture 
to the One only ſupreme Gob; That all the A@ronc, - Of- 
fices, and Relations, which are in Scripture aſcribed to 
any of thefe' Names, (excepting thole proper to the 
Hemane Natare of Chrift) are there plainly attributed, 
and do tralp belong $0-0me, and the ſane Divine Natwve ; 
Thar there: are ſuch frequent andevident Aſſertians of 
the Uzity of God in Scripture, and: yet ſuck plain Ex- 
oreffions of di#inftion, Eignitied by: theſe Terms, Fa- 
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ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as imply a-conſiftency of wnj- 
ty and diſtinition is the Godhead. hfenc 4 

That this DiſtinQtion, whatever it be, is- 07 che ſame 
with that wei conceive betwixt the Attributes of God; 
which are partial Conceptions of his Eſſence, nor a meer 
difference of Name, Office, or Relation, ſuch as is ſig. 
nified by the like Terms;when applied toMen,(tho? theſe 
are all the Differences we can expreſly conceive, as appli- 
cable to the Divine Nature) but ſome other D:tin#top, 
which we have but-a confuſed perception of, and cannot 
comprehend or exphaintby any particularTdea's ; which 
unknown inexplicable Diftinttion 15 the Foundation of all 
theſe Differences expreſy conceived by us. | 

And fince the << has'thought fit, for the Sake of 
Unity and Peace, 'and for the Suppreſfing all. Private 
Diſputes and Interpretations, to appoint ef Forws to 
expreſs this ow Faith in, I think the Athavaſian Creed as 
rational an Explication of the T7zity as can well be 
made. The Worſt that the Enemies of this DoQrine 
can ſay of it, is, That itis an unneceſſary Multiplication 
of Terms, and too nice an Endeavour to Explain what 
cannot be Explained ; but not that *tis Falſe, or Abſurd 
nothing being there aſſerted in any ſenſe inconſiſtent 
with the Unity of God, or the Principles of. Right Rea- 
ſon: All ſuch Meanings and Significations of any 
Terms or Expreſſions in that Creed being very impro- 
per, as they are there applied, and utterly diſclaimed 
by the Chureh that enjoins the Uſe of it. 

Nor can it beeſfteemed an unreaſonable Impoſition, 
That weſhould be obliged to profeſs our Faith of ſome- 
thing which cannot be conceived, but confuſedly and #n- 
diſtinitly ; nor expreſſed, but in general and obſcure Terms. 
For where's the Hardſhip of being required to believe 
as-far as we can believe ? God is Incomprehenſible in 

his 
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his Nature and PerfeQions, but are-we not obliged to 
believe there is a God who is Incomprehenſible? Are 
we not obliged to believe there are Joys in Heaven, 
which it has not enter'd into the Heart of- Man to con- 
ceive ?* And, to. repeat a former-Iſtance; tay not a 
Blind Man be obliged to believe what a Friend of un- 
ſuſpe&ed Integrity tells him of the general natwre of Co- 
lour, tho? he 1s not able to form a particular Idea of it ? 
And, if theſe Things cannot. be denied, What difte- 
rence can be aftigned why. we-ſhould not be under as 
great an Obligation -of believing the" Trinity, rho? we 
are not able to conceive it diſtinlly Panty” 3: 

A Threefold DiſtiaQtion in the Godhead, conſiſtent 
with the Unity of God, is as plainly revealed in Scrip- 
ture as any other Article of Faith : - Nor are thoſe gere- 
ral Abſtrafted Terms we find in our Creeds, -to be con- 
demn'd as meer uſeleſs and perplexing Niceties;; for 
tho? they are not ſufficient to' make-us under/tand the 
Trinity fully and diftini#ly, yet they are proper Limita- 
Fians to exclude all the' Falſe and Unworthy Apprehen- 
fGons of this Dotrine, which Pretenders to. a more-par- 
ticular Explication might introduce. . 


.: TH; And now ' what. dangerous Conſequences can 
poſſibly attend ſuch a Faith as this ? *Tis true indeed, 
the Adverſaries of the Trinity have drawn-up a heavy 
Charge againſt this DoQtrine, and taken a-great deal of 
Liberty in their Diſcourſes about it-: But the principal 
ObjeQtons that have been made by any of them are bur : 
;Three ;'to which all the reſt may be reduced : And 
theſe I ſhall endeavour to ſhew; by the Account before 
given, are very Frivolous and Unjuſt. 

' Tx. The firſt Pernicious Conſequence the Dofrine of 
the Trinity ſtands charged-with, is, the IntroduRion 


of 
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of a Plurality of Gods : But *tis very plain from what 
we have ſaid in the former part of this Diſcourſe, that 
*ris utterly impoſſible to believe a Trinity in any ſuch 
ſenſe as implies. a Plurality of Gods : For according tg 
the Notions 1-have ithere ſhewed we have of the Na- 
ture and Attributes of God, *tis undeniably certain to 
every Man's Experience, that we cannot conceive more 
than One God :- All our Endeavours to comprehend 
more are Only repetitions of the fame Idea, 

Let-Thoſe therefore take care to Amiwer this Accuſa- 
tion, who, 'under pretence of giving a more Rational 
Account of what we are to believe in this Point, ſet 
up created ſubordinate Gods to be Partners with their 
Maker-in the Glory and Worſhip due to him. 

Beſides, we do-explicitly declare, 'that there is -but 
One God at the ſame time we make Profeffion of our 
Faith in a Tre#ity, or:Three Perſons. \ 

2, In the next place, therefore we.are accuſed of 
- believing Comtradittions ; and confequently of deſtroy- 
" ing all the certainty of Natural Knowledge : Which 
Fence being down, there's no Error ſb grols or abſurd 
but may be obtruded upon us ; and Tran/abſtentiation 
has as good a Pretence to be an Article of our Faith as 
the Tri#ity. ' But I need not make-any. particular An- 
ſwer to this ObjeQtion, having proved at large already, 
that we neither ' do nor can believe a Triaity- in a 
ſenſe that contradiQs the plain and evident Principles 
of Natural Reaſon. We do not believe there can be 
more Gods than One, that Owe can be Three in the [ame 
reſpett "tis One ; or that One Goa can be Three Perſons je 
the ſame ſenſe three Men are three Perſons, or any other 
Propoſition that*s- inconſiſtent with thoſe Natural No- 
tions which are the Foundation of all our other Kaow- 
l:dge. But the Patrons of :Tranſ#bſtantiation cannot 

make 
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make this Plea, who in this one Particular deny thoſe 
very Principles which upon all other occaſions they 
rely upon with the greatc{t Aſſurance. Did they only 
affirm, thar Chritt was preſext in that Sacrament in 
{ome way or manner they could not comprehend, bur 
ig no way repugnant 10 the plain and neceſſary DiQtates 
of well-intormed Seale, and right Reaſon, there might 
be then ſome Reſemblance found betwixt this Do&rine 
and that of the Trinity ; but at preſent the Compariſon 
is palpably and notoriouſly unjuſt. 

3- Buc Thirdly, *cis further ObjeQed, That though 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, as we explain it, could 
not be proved to contain down-right Contradictions ; 
yet at leaſt it muſt be counted and eſteemed as a My- 
ftery, and the Impoſition of Myſteries for Articles of 
Faith, is a thing of very ill Conſequence. 

In Anſwer to which Charge, it is to be obſerved, 
that as in the DoCtrine of the Trinity, ſo in moſt other 
Objects of Faith and Knowledge, there's ſomething 
that we plainly and certainly underſtand, and ſome- 
thing that we cannot poſſibly comprehend : Thus a 
Man by inward RefleQton is Infallibly conſcious of his 
own Thoughts, and he judges, whatever he perceives 
within himſelf, to proceed from one Common Principle, 
which he calls his Sou/; and which, from the Nature of 
its Operations, he is fully perſwaded is ſomething of 
4 different kind from his Body,tho? it always Acts in con- 
ſent with it : But what this Soul i, or in what manner 
warted to his Boay, he 1s not able to conceive; and there- 
fore the Dottrine of the Human Soul, taken all together, 
may as juſtly be {tiled a Myſtery, as the Trinity. We 
ought not then to be offended at the word Myſery,fince, 
if we ſtrictly examine our theughts, we ſhall find that ' 


almoſt every thing we pretend to know, comes under 
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that name, even thoſe things we have the greateſt Af- 
ſurance of, our very Souls and Beings. 

This being obſerved, we may conſider the Trinity 
either with reſpe& to what may be underftoad of it, or 
what cannot : So- far as we are capable of concetving a 
Trinity, *tis no Myſtery, and conſequently no Oppreflion 
of our Faith ;- And 4 far as it cannot be comprehended, it 
does not bind us to any Explicit At of Faith : As is plain 
from what has been 1aid before concerning the VVature- 
of Faith, and the Perſons obliged to believe this Article : 
For all things neceſſary to Salvation are to be believed 
by all ſorts of Men; and nothing can be believed any 
farther than the-terms in which it is propoſed are under- 
ftood : -But- a Myſtery cannot be-brought down to the 
loweſt Capacities; and be delivered: in-"Terms that 
are plainly and diſtinatly underſtood, for then it would 
be:no longer a Myſtery : So far therefore as we are ob- 
liged to believe,. is no Myſtery; For whatever Terms I 
am bid to believe a thing in I cannot comprehend, I 
can mean no more but that I believe it to be in ſome 
manner I cannot comprehend : And I am-ſure there's' 
90 difficulty or:danger in believing that- there are ſome 
things which we arenot able to find out,or comprehend. 

'Theſe are the RefleQions which offered themſelves . 
upon a careful and impartial Conſideration- of -this 
SubjeR. 

But here I foreſee it may be asked, What do we- 
underſtand more of the Trinity now than we did be- 
fore? What new Hypotheſis is here advanced to ſolve: 
all the Difficulties of that DoCtrine by? In Anſwer to- 
which ObjeQion, I havethis further to add for the Ju- 
ification of the foregoing Diſcourſe. 

Firſt, That the Principal Deſign of - my Enquiries 
was, to know, what God required&us all to believe - in- 

order 
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order to our Salvation, not how far the Soul of Man 
was capable of diſcovering the deep things of God: For: 
Fam fully perſwaded,that there may be things neceſſary 
to be believed, and yet we not obliged to believe them» 
in that diſtini# particular ſenſe in which ſome Learned, 
Men have explained them ; Though their Hypotheſis 
ſhould be very-Rational and Conſiſtent, and perhaps 
really true. And therefore could there be any new way 
found out of making the Trizity conceivable by Human. 
Underſtanding, I do not think we ſhould be under any 
Obligation of believing that particular Expoſition of. 
it : For beſides the difficulty of ſuch-abfra&ed Notions, 
even in -their plaineſt dreſs, with reſpe& to mean Ca-- 
pacities, which are all equally concerned in neceſſary 
Articles of Faith, it cannot be imagined that we ſhould 
be obliged to believe more than the Chriſtians who li-. 
ved before us were ; that more ſhould be neceſſary. to 
our Salvation than was to theirs : And tis certain their 
Faith was ſufficient and effeQtual for obtaining Eternal: 
Life, who could not poſſibly believe what we ſuppoſe. 
to be but lately diſcovered. 

But 24ly, Conſidering that we were pzrmnted with 
Humility and-Reverence to Exerciſe our Souls in the- 
{earch of 'Divine Knowledge ; And moreover that we : 
ought as Chriſtians, as well as Men, to give a Reaſon: 
of the Faith we profeſs, and defend it againſt all falſe: 
and unjuſt Imputations; | havealſo made it my bulineſs- 
29 enquire,how far we were capable of forming diſtin 
Conceptions of a Trixity, And upon Enquiry found that 
after a Faithful Tryal. of. our Faculties, and a ſtrict . 
Examination of all the ſimple Notions which make up 
the Propoſition to believed, we cannot arrive at greater 
Knowledgein thisPoint than our fore-fathers have done; 


And that fo much of the Pafrins of the Frinity as .. 
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was a Myſtery to them, is like to be ſo to the end of the 
World. | 

- Which if I have as fully and ſufficiently proved to 
others as I am convinced of it my ſelf, I ſhall not think 
my 'T'ime or Labour loſt upon this Subject. For next 
to underſtanding a thing throughly is to know we can- 
not underſtand it ; next to reſolving a Problem in Ma- 
thematicks, is to demonſtrate it cannot be done. Our 
Souls are as much at reſt, our Defires as quiet, and all 
/our Deſigns and Purſuits as much at an end when we 
deſpair of ViQory, as when we aQtually Conquer. 

And therefore if theſe be the true and proper Limits 
of our Faith and Knowledge which I have aſſigned ; If I 
have given a Juſt Account of what we are required to 
believe concerning the Trinity ; How much *tis poſſible 
for us #0 believe of it, and how far we are capable of 
havirlg d:t+n## Conceptions about it ;'tis in vain to ſearch 
for new Notions and Hypotheſes, which may probably 
puzzle or deceive our Underſtandings, but can never 
lead us farther into the Knowledge of the Trinity. 

But I will not pretend to meaſure-the Abilities of 
other Men by my own: I ſhall only ſay this more, 
which I am ſure can truly affirm, that I have taken all 
the care imaginable to deliver my Judgment impartially 
and ſincerely, and have not dared to zmpoſe any thing 
upon efhers, which I do not believe my ſelf, or is any 
ways inconſiſtent with the Principles of right Reaſon. 


POST-SCRIPT. 


Theſe Papers were in the Preſs, and every Word in the Book, and 
Preface, as they fennd'now, was Written before His Majeſty's In 
junctions came forth: The Author is glad to find the bs as not 


:ramſgreſd "em; the Authority and Reaſonableneſ; of which be pays 
ſach a Submiſſion to, that if be had mot preſcribed to bimſelf Ss 
foe: xp Sp #bat be now ſees enjoyned by his Superiours, 
bad written. 


his Obedignee to *em, by Suppreſſng what be 
F1INTISs. 
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